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This morning we begin our walk with Jesus through the final 

days of His earthly life – a life that will come to an end on a 

cross where Jesus will be crucified.  Right now, that day seems 

very far off, however, as Jesus rides into Jerusalem on the back 

of a donkey.  He and his disciples arrive a few days before the 

Passover.  They are welcomed by crowds of people lining the 

streets and waving palms as they shout “Hosanna! Hosanna! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

That happened on Sunday.   

By Wednesday, things were getting a little tense.  While Jesus 

was teaching in the temple, he met some church leaders who 

weren’t so sure about what Jesus was doing.  They wanted to 

know, among other things, where exactly Jesus got his 

authority to do all these miracles and healings?     

Jesus, you see, was perceived as a threat to some pretty 

important people in the church.  All of this attention made 

some powerful people very nervous.   

In a matter of days, Jesus popularity plummeted.  People who 

had just 3 days earlier shouted “Hosanna!” weren’t so sure 

anymore.  In another day or two, in fact, this hero of theirs, this 

great King and Messiah, would be dead. 

(tell the story) 

So, there you have it, Jesus is put on trial by a governor who 

really doesn’t want to do anything to jeopardize his popularity.  

This governor’s name is Pontius Pilate. He questions Jesus, 

asking him point blank, “Are you the King of the Jews?”  Jesus 

simply answered, “You say so.” More accusations were hurled 

and then Jesus kept silent.  Pilate was stuck.  Regardless of his 

decision, someone would be alienated.  Even his own wife 

warned him, having had a dream about Jesus, saying, “Have 

nothing to do with that innocent man,” What was Pilate to do? 
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So, he relinquished his authority and turned the decision over 

to the crowds.  He could release one prisoner during the 

Passover festival, but who would that be?  They wanted 

Barabbas released and Jesus killed.   

It’s fascinating to think about the different characters in this 

story, with all of their fears and imperfections. But the truth is 

that we are not unlike any of the characters in this story.   

Many of us have been faced with some of our own hard 

decisions as leaders.  It’s tempting in those moments to try to 

find a way out and hold the crowds responsible for the 

outcome.  Pilate tried to do this with Jesus.  He gave him over 

to the crowds, who mocked and beat Jesus and shouted insults 

all the way to the cross.   

Then we have Judas Iscariot.  Judas, one of Jesus’ disciples.  

Judas was the treasurer for that group of 12.  He carried the 

money pouch and kept track of ever piece of silver that was 

spent.  In the end, money and greed got the best of Judas.  He 

was offered 30 pieces of silver to betray Jesus – turning him 

over to the authorities so they could arrest him and put him on 

trial.  As hard as it is for us to admit, many of us can see 

ourselves in Judas’ shoes, lured by the chance to make a few 

extra bucks for what seemed like a pretty harmless thing.  All 

he had to do was make sure they got the right guy.  Maybe 

they’d just take him in for some questioning and let him go.     

But, Judas quickly realized what he’d done.  He repented for 

his actions and even returned the money.  But it was too late.  

Jesus’ innocent blood was now on Judas’ hands. 

This small section about Judas’ repentance is often left out, but 

not because it doesn’t matter, because it does.  But, what 

matters more Jesus’ love for Judas.  Jesus knew that Judas’ 

actions would set the wheels in motion for Jesus’ trial and 

crucifixion.  Nonetheless, when Jesus gathered with his friends 

that night in the upper room, Jesus still served him the bread 

and the wine.  And later, when Jesus got down on his knees 
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with a towel and a basin and washed the disciples’ feet, he left 

no one out.  Jesus washed Judas’ feet that night, taking the 

posture of a humble servant, knowing full well that soon this 

man would betray him. 

There are other characters in this story.  Leonardo DaVinci’s 

painting of The Last Supper portrays Jesus and his disciples in 

the Upper Room on that same night when Jesus was betrayed.  

Take a look at it.  Notice the disciples’ faces.  What do you 

think Jesus has just said to them? 

Most people assume that this is when Jesu first spoke of His 

body and blood’s presence in the bread and the wine – the 

institution of the Lord’s Supper.  While the Biblical text 

connected to this scene is about the meal, this painting portrays 

the reactions of the disciples after Jesus tells them that one of 

them will betray him on that very night.  Their faces tell us the 

rest of the story.  They are concerned, even surprised by what 

Jesus has said.  Except for Judas.  Here’s John, reclining and 

Peter, leaning in and pointing his finger.  But check out Judas’ 

face.  Judas isn’t surprised at all.  He already knows it’s him 

that Jesus is talking about. Not only that, but when Jesus tells 

them that one of them will betray him, the others react with, 

“Surely not I Lord!”  But Judas says, “Surely not I, rabbi!” It’s 

easy to miss, but by calling him “rabbi”, Judas reveals the one 

thing that sets him apart from the others.  For Judas, Jesus is a 

good teacher.  For the others, Jesus is their LORD.  

This, dear friends, is what sets us apart as well as God’s 

people.  It’s not that we have some sort of special privileges 

that make us special or deserving of God’s love.  No, the 

difference is found in who we see ourselves as in relationship 

to God.  We might know everything there is to know about the 

Bible and Jesus and God but when we are confronted with the 

question of who God is for us, how do we respond?  Is Jesus 

our teacher, our friend and a great miracle worker?  Perhaps?  

Do we know Jesus as a good man who treated people with 
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kindness and told some great stories?  Possibly.  These things 

are true about Jesus, to be sure, but in the end, do we know 

Jesus as Lord?  Is this who we call Jesus?  Where does our 

faith lie?  We make a claim whenever we say any one of the 

creeds about what it is we believe.  The question is, do we 

really buy into this?   What is it that we believe? 

This faith that we confess is a living and active thing.  This is 

where we find our hope in the face of some pretty hard stuff.  

This year, in the face of a pandemic like we’ve never seen 

before, it’s understandable that we’d rather not have to hear 

any more about darkness and sadness and suffering.  This, for 

many people, is what most of Holy Week feels like. The part of 

Jesus’ story where Jesus is betrayed and suffers and is crucified 

– we’d rather take a pass on those things when life is so hard 

anyhow.  At least we’d like to take a pass if that’s what we 

think Holy Week is all about. 

Holy Week, however, is not just about Jesus’ suffering and 

death.  It’s not just about Jesus being betrayed and arrested.  

Ultimately, all that leads to the cross, including Judas’ betrayal 

and Peter’s denial and Pilate’s failure to stand by his own 

convictions, brings us to the truth about Jesus’ great love and 

forgiveness for sinners.  Sinners like you and me – like all of 

us.  We know without a doubt, especially in the face of a 

deadly virus, that we are flawed human beings who desperately 

need a savior.  We need a Savior we can count on and a Savior 

who promises to always love us.   

This, dear friends, is exactly what we have.  With great 

humility, love and sacrifice, God has given us a Savior who is 

Jesus Christ.  This is where we find our hope and the 

forgiveness and grace we need to keep loving our neighbors 

with the same love and forgiveness we have received through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and our Lord. 

Amen. 


